





LITTLE HARROWDEN PARISH COUNCIL
RESPONSE TO LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION
JUNE 2017

Little Harrowden Parish Council hand delivered a consultation leaflet to 427 dwellings in the parish in order to receive a response from residents on their future commitments to the village.

From the 427 delivered 159 were returned (being 37%).  Responses to the following questions are listed below:

1) Belgrove Park and Lower Meadow
[bookmark: _GoBack]
A) Fence along Wellingborough Road 	72.9% agreed (116)
B) Kissing Gate				71.6% agreed (114)
C) Access Gate				70.4% agreed (112)
D) Picnic benches				72.3% agreed (115)

2) Road Safety

A) Mobile Activated Signs		74.2% agreed (118)
B) Roundels				71.6% agreed (114)

3) Other Projects

Defib in Phone Box			71.6% agreed (114)
Planters 					64.7% agreed (103)
Lights on the green			67.9% agreed (108)
Village Flag				49.0% agreed (78)













	Comments

	I live in Furnace cottages and none of these impact me, not reflect by council tax.  Street lights which go off early hours would benefit cottage residents.  Also road repairs, speed limit and signage.

	When will money be spent down Furnace Lane

	Will defib cabinet be locked

	Flag waste of money , damage and unnecessary maintenance. Cycle trace/safe footpath from Furnace Lane up to and into Little Harrowden crossing the A509 at Hilltop into the village is dangerous. We would like to get more exercise by going places on foot or bicycle but are forced to stay in the car. We would rather have increased council taxes spent on putting a footbridge over this busy road than wasting it on a flag

	Stop spending money on things we don’t want.  Spend it on something worth while like parking bays in Town Close.  Parish council did nothing to stop our shop from shutting and did nothing to stop the 10 o'clock from being demolished. Parish Council have done nothing for the village.

	Yes to have a village shop

	Maybe you could put the results on the notice boards as not everyone has a computer and I certainly don’t intend to get one

	Lets put lives and safety before flower pots

	As a resident of Furnace Lane effectively cut off from the village by the volume and speed of traffic on A509 I feel any improvements will have little benefit to us.  Maybe some thought could be given to the constant littering problem in the lane and the poor state of the roadway.  Against any rise in council tax.  Although the VAS signs are a good idea in principle they seem to have little effect on the through traffic at Hilltop. A 40mph zone the sign activates at 30mph in the westerly direction and 40mph in the East?

	Stop wasting money on things we don’t need.  A safe pathway to Great Harrowden to get to shops is much more important

	Speed limit on A509 at Hilltop junction. Too many accidents

	Large corner/bend mirrors on telephone poles and 2 traffic humps on Main Road and Town Close and more parking spaces.  Road humps on road to roundabout from Main and yellow lines on each side

	It needs speed humps

	Although I believe the pocket park is a drain on funds for the number of people that use it I believe picnic benches would enhance it.  A fence is not required considering the number of people that use it

	Security re defib? Any improvement for houses outside village boundary but inside parish boundaries. Hill top Road/Hill top/Hillside need notice boards like the village has.

	We agree with all the above ideas but would like a road safety for us at Hilltop we are the other side of the A509 and have witnessed many accidents at this junction it is the most dangerous point of any area of Little Harrowden

	Whether or not a defibrillator is installed in the telephone box we feel the phone box should be retained and repainted.  This is an icon of earlier years to be kept

	With all the parked cars along Main Street it is almost impossible to speed. The speed sensor at Hilltop entrance to the village always says you are speeding because it senses you whilst in the 40mph limit. By the time you enter the village you have slowed done anyway due to all the parked vehicles.  The defib will be stolen or vandalised and would only be useful if suffering a heart attack in the vicinity of the phone box

	Mirror at end of Chapel Lane to improve vision. Paint a white line end of Chapel Lane to prevent obstruction by parked cars across entrance

	ABC Belgrove if the parish council own this land if not the cost should be down to the land owner. Defib a good idea but could it be damaged by teenagers that hang around the street

	To restrict parking in the narrowest part of Main Street during School hours to enable residents to enter/exit their properties without obstruction and emergency services to drive down Main Street.  Traffic jams are frequent

	Planter and lights less of a priority

	Please paint/maintin telephone box in Main Street. Avoid any increase in council tax. If you must fly a different flag fly Cross of St George

	Instead of more planters on the or near the village green how about placing some under the village signs on the 4 entry points of the village.  Looks stunning in the other villages

	No one has mentioned the pathways in Little Harrowden.  The pathways are in need of resurfing as a priority as they constitute a trip hazard.

	Extension of the 30mph towards Orlingbury

	Stop cars parking opposite the church either side of Manor Court. With cars parked near the exit it is impossible to see any traffic coming from either direction and it is extremely dangerous trying to get out of Manor Court

	Christmas lights on the green would be lovely.  Disappointed St Georges Flag wasn’t flown on St Georges Day.  Photo on website could be better reflection of the village

	Keep Union flag

	Daffodils, tulips, snowdrops, crocus etc on village green and also approaches to village at Hill Top and other roads into the village.  What happened to the name of the 10 o'clock which was supposed to be retained in the new houses.  Perhaps it could be called 10o'clock Close

	Not sure although we would like planters at the entrance to the village.  Perhaps a scheme whereby the parishioners could purchase wheelie bin stickers reminding motorists of the speed limit.  Perhaps hold a village fete or country fair to help raise funds for some of these initiatives

	Parking around Town Close both sides of the road.  The bin lorry, ambulance, if fire accord getting through is very poor

	Have the two bus stops ramps taken out Main Street outside Harrowden House, no buses the raised area not needed. Needs parking at the end of the school day

	We are moving out of the area in the next few weeks so it is unfair for our views to be taken into account However may I point out it is also important to curb traffic speed along Main Street especially in view of the school children

	Get the phone box painted. Fly the village flag below the Union flag

	Agree with the objective of reducing speed but none of the above will help - need speed bumps. Moulton village uses one of their phone boxes as a book exchange.  School/parent parking continues to be a problem

	Clear paths on way to Hilltop to restore them to full width, safter walking, presently no room for pushchairs or wheelchairs. Unable to walk side by side.  Exercise machines around the park, planted in trees - make more of the space it shouldn’t be just for dog walkers

	Restrict access to Albion Court.  I am a resident of Albion Court and a disabled driver and have constant difficulty getting out of my drive due to school parking and traffic up and down the Court

	Litter is a minor problem in the village but a real eyesore on approach roads particularly towards Hilltop.  Litter picking could take place if we had the necessary grabbers or whatever they are called and I for one would volunteer.  Dangerous by school with traffic volume at school times but how could we solve it?

	The village hall car park to be open suring school drop off and pick up times to help decongest Main Road during these times

	A rise in council tax is a no go being charged too much as it is.  The village sign does not need to be lit up, village does not need its own flag, a 3 year plan should be producing solutions to school parking

	Make walk way Main Street to King Lane. Resurface. Keep curb sides on Main Road cut and cleaned

	Is there a need for two fences? Has the motor bikes been monitored? Do we know how many violations there have been within a timescale? Speed bumps required more breaks into single along road. Wrong place for a defib Church? Village Hall? Old peoples home? Flag happy with if children of the village school contribute to the needlework etc. Not sure if this comes under the council remit but as a priority the pavement up to hilltop needs clearing of overgrowth.  The bus shelter is covered in ivy. Every tree along the roadside is cocooned in ivy.  Before we add the pretty things lets make good what we already have and seek a maintenance programme

	To date there has only been one very small motor bike in the field with picnicing parents - does this warrant the village paying out money for fences.  Lay hedge only Why picnic benches? Defib don’t know

	Fencing what consultation or permission would be needed? Agree with lights and planters to make our village pretty and look like we have pride. Thought for maintenance and costs year on year for the defibrillator.  More work need to go into positively promising the pc so that positives can be built on and negatives listened to positively.  Investigate new alternative methods of communication that work

	Do not think roundels will work.  The entrance to Rookery View has its vision blocked by the fencing as one enters the village.  This is really dangerous and needs removing.  The existing planters really brighten the village up with its display of spring flowers...NOT! What is the point of planters if they are just neglected as the current ones are.  A waste of money.  The flagpole was a waste of our money - what was the point? I would rather see the Village Flag than the Union

	VAS signs already on roads and activated ones already ignored by motorists. Wate of money.  Lights and planters would be vandalised. Flag waste of money

	I use the park and never see motor bikes on it

	VAS and roundels do not stop people speeding.  The existing sign is already ignored meaning it is a danger for children crossing Orlingbury Road before and after school

	Please can money be spent in a useful productive way i.e. most of the roads in the village have been resurfaced accept in the Willows. Why? The roads and pavements have not been done for over 30 years.  Please can residents in the Willows not treated like 2nd class citizens.  Also for safety reasons can signs i.e. NO PLAYING ON THE STREET be put up in the Willows before a child gets killed or badly hurt

	Road safety - agree with the objective but not with ideas

	Cars parked in Orlingbury Road cause hazard when crossing the road to school

	1 - instead of fencing trees planted as more environmentally friendly 2 - chicanes instead, maintenance free 3 - planting on the roundabout as it’s a focal point for passing traffic

	Encourage small general store business into the village.  There is a desperate need for this type of shop

	Defib would need to be protected from teenagers.  Maybe the removal of the old bus stop area and reinstate back to grass as is either side.  Then perhaps planting could be added along the bank (much cheaper) I would love to see the meadow developed perhaps more mowing of the walkway to encourage good grass.  Flower (meadow/wild) seeds scattered seats etc the greens norton pocket park was always my fav walk with my grandmother and I would love to have one close by. drawing included

	Defib risk of theft and damage

	Yes by the people littering our towns. Tired of seeing the old people picking up rubbish. Get everything else sorted first. What about fly tipping? Dangerous driving? Illegal parking on junctions? Defib waste of money kids will play with this. Sort out the mess in the village first. Where are the cameras for fly tipping. How about putting the money to good use and making things work for everybody. Big fines for littering no fines for people doing 2mph over the speed limit.

	It would be good to have a proper footpath between the village and Orlingbury along the Orlingbury Road. (And also to Great Harrowden) Also vary the dates for Open Gardens event e.g. have one in the Spring

	A footpath from Little Harrowden to Great Harrowden would be an advantage

	Grass needs cutting more often and all grass verges in the village need cutting that belong to the council.  Do you like wasting money sending prepaid envelopes out

	Make or ask the Lamb pub to repaint the outside white or cream instead of the horrible red it is now

	When the Isham bypass is extended to Niort Way use enabling development money to install a path in the field side of the hedge/fence between Little Harrowden and Great Harrowden.  This will give the teenagers and pensioners a safe pathway

	A shaded area in the playground in Belgrove park

	A footpath from Little Harrowden to Great Harrowden would be an advantage

	Would like to see some colour in the planters

	The most desperately needed is a level hard footpath through the dog walking alley alongside (down the side of) the pocket park and a levelled out path through the gate into the lower meadow - this area becomes very slippery and dangerous in a normal winter

	We need a path to Great Harrowden instead of wasting money on this

	A need for more housing not just affordable. Stop dog fouling and fine irresponsible owners

	Speed bumps would be more effective at reducing speed

	We appreciate the work that you do for the village. Thank you

	1 -Maintain not enhance 2 b roundels on road 3 Paint phone box please (Orlingbury as an example) - No thanks to village flag. Fly the Union Flag or Cross or St George

	We would like to see the phone box painted please

	Even be prepared to contribute towards the fence for peace of mind when dog walking as I am sure other dog walkers may be prepared to. VAS found we respond to ones that say 'thank you' and now slow automatically.  Also an approach from Mears Ashby by the Rookery would be good. Defib have concerns it would be pinched, could it be locked with a list of key holders? Remove pathway and verge on Wellingborough Road outside the new Meadowlands and create parking bays to ease narrowing of road on approach to mini roundabout. Concern re tractor access for park is that the bank is steep and already access from play area.  Why remove an already established hedge only need to fence bottom corner and keep top part of hedge

	The notice board by Belgrove Park is in need of maintenance/refurbishment.  The agenda is hard to read due to small print - could it be made larger so you can read it when its pinned up.

	Picnic tables will get damaged. Defib absolutely essential. Secure pocket park no benches people can take their own blankets. What's the evidence that speed signs work.  Area around the green a waste of money

	What's happened to the plans for playing field the village has been waiting for 50 years for? Are they still ongoing?

	The lower meadow is mainly used by dog walkers and it’s a brilliant facility to have in the village but a picnic area should be in the upper part so families can use it without fear of being joined by dogs.  Defib it would be interesting to know facts on proven benefits re defib to CPR and those benefits if used within time scales i.e. if used within 5 mins 60% survive or 10 mins 40% survive etc...therefore how quickly could villagers retrieve the defib in an emergency.  Agree with installing electricity for Christmas lights not so sure about planters, they only look good if well maintained.  With regards to the Wellingborough Road boundary into the lower meadow, the gate needs to be above the current wooden fence by the edge of the road.  This current fencing is difficult to get around and walkers have to go into the road whilst not having full sight of the traffic coming from the roundabout down the hill, making it dangerous. 

	Roundels a waste of money, I prefer the union flag. I am new to the village with a 14month old son and spaniel.  I would like to see more gates that I can take a pushchair through.  We have so many beautiful walks around the village and half I cant use because of kissing gates don't allow for a pushchair.  could this be considered in future please?

	Most drivers feel guilty when passing a MAS when other drivers and pedestrians can see ergo they will slam on brakes! Result! - Roundels a waste of time.  Don’t know about planters and lights

	Improve the appearance of the whole village not just the green.  Improve maintenance such as grass cutting, hedges/tree trimming litter picking flower beds else where other than green

	Making a 40mph zone between Harrowden and Orlingbury is a way of slowing down traffic or passing right of ways (like down mad mile) Provide fencing into Harrowden from Orlingbury like other entrances to villages and planters to entrances of village to make look pretty.  Best village in Bloom or best garden entries

	Well done the p.c. Suggest Give Way be installed on road from Orlingbury village similar to Broughton.  Many vehicles speed down from Orlingbury and up passed the Lamb.

	Orlingbury Road needs speed humps

	Roundels possibly not required if speed camera installed

	Would like traffic calming island to slow the traffic. Fly Union Flag

	As I said at one of the meetings to install chicanes in Orlingbury Road and Hardwick Road. The car that is parked on Orlingbury road creates a problem for the bin lorries and has caused an accident.  Put an illuminated sign on one of the islands 

	Road Safety - would prefer available funds to be spent on suggestions 2 & £

	Humps down Orlingbury Road please. Possibly three

	Speed humps needed Orlingbury Road. Nothing else will work. Enough of our cash has been spent on fencing around the park - no more. No more building of houses wanted by the majority of the village either. See previous village consultation document

	Move fence from dog walkway. Gate in fence not necessary as there is access from Main Road. No VAS if too expensive. Roundels needed in Hardwick Rd urgently. Please also consider dog bin at bottom of Orlingbury Rd, Regular cutting of pathway from Kings Lane along Diary cottage, remove fence from children's play area - such a waste of money as humans and dogs have lived/played together for generations. As the main body representing the parish, please speak to the relevant authority and ask for our pavements to be levelled/maintained/fixed. They are a danger to both young and old

	See Attached sheet - VAS signs little impact, phone box cost involved, improve rest of village, planters quality products and maintenance, lighting good idea but not detriment to others, flag good idea logoed, concern re deteriorating infrastructure, village needs self promoting

	Speed cameras needed. Path to Great Harrowden to have access to town by walking(as no buses now). Off street parking for the new houses in Wellingborough Rd

	I think one should organise a regular litter pick through the village and ask for volunteers

	Seats in park only. Involve the school in creating a logo for the flag. A chicane on Hardwick Road to slow vehicles coming in and out of the village + football goals enclosed court for the park

	Footpath to Great Harrowden much needed

	Speed bumps in Westfields to prevent serious injury or death to children and kittens/cats.  Just ask the residents then the Northants County Council

	Defib - people will steal it. A footpath from village to Great Harrowden will be useful

	Speed cameras as no body looks at roundels. Paths along Wellingborough Road to join Great Harrowden.  O dangerous people walking on that road when people are driving 60mph.  Also a lack of buses so the path would benefit all ages into Wellingborough Town

	Speed reduction: look at other possible speed reduction ideas for Hardwick Road as nothing seems to deter speeders.  Possible use speed bumps or lane restrictions like along 'Mad Mile' road

	You do a fab job, keep it up

	Speed humps by roundabout Orlingbury Road/Wellingborough Road.  Cars go by flats more than 30mph

	I've picked Xmas lights but they are all a waste of money and I have no say to have to pay my poll tax over here for rubbish ideas it’s a joke.  We need better internet over here is that bad I cant use my phone and computer at the same time its like living in the stone age over in Little Harrowden

	Leaflet number erased VAS signs not effective, is there evidence the roundels work? Defib need evidence of need. Lights solar powered only. Who designed the awful non specific q'aire? Please do some research into surveys and use meaningful q'aires in future. In replying to Q1 will respondents be agreeing to 1A-D? I sincerely hope not

	Leaflet number removed. People complain about all the fencing now without adding more due to a one off incident. Road safety will be ignored. Defib will be stolen, broken or misused

	Number removed. Why is our Parish Council based I Irthlingborough? Defib saves lives should be first priority. Planter/lights waste of money. Flag why? Money could be spent far more responsibly.  I would argue the defib is the most essential idea put forward given the cuts to public services and the knock on effect this has on the response time of EMAS. The speed signs are an important investment if the village wishes to address speeding though I do not feel personally concerned by it as I do not believe it is prevalent.  The proposed additions to the green appear to be a vanity project and I regard the idea of a village flag to be an utterly woeful application of public money.  I consider it to be divisive and unpatriotic to replace the union flag with a village logo just to inflate a few egos










	

	


The council have made the following responses to the above comments:

Highway Maintenance  - Information was given regarding the state of the footpaths and roads.  Maintenance of these come under the remit of Northamptonshire County Council and any problems should be reported to Street Doctor for the council’s engineers to access the repairs  streetdoctor@northamptonshire.gov.uk, this can be reported by individuals or information sent to the parish council in order for them to report the details.  The Parish Council are in contact with highways on a regular basis regarding problems that have been highlighted and are in progress.

Street Lights - The parish street lights all belong to Little Harrowden Parish Council so can be reported to any councillor or by contacting the Clerk parishclerk123@gmail.com or 07525 909528 between 9 am to 5 pm Monday to Friday.

Road Safety and Highways - The introduction of chicanes / priority features is dependent upon the existing layout and geography of a road.  All the roads that have been mentioned currently have large numbers of vehicle accesses to residential properties, in addition to bus stops and parking areas.  Consequently, this severely restricts any opportunities for the construction of such features. As an example, a chicane style traffic calming feature is generally a minimum of 30m in length, and this would be required on both sides of the road.   
Chicanes / priority features can be considered in the right circumstances, and if third party funding was secured. 
Whilst the parish council can appreciate the concerns raised regarding the speed of traffic along Main Road, any works of this nature within the highway would need to be carried out by Northamptonshire Highways. 
Careful consideration is given to the type of measure to be employed and its appropriateness to the location, traffic calming can produce more problems than it solves.  For example, the use of road humps at intervals along a street can produce pollution due to vehicles slowing up to and accelerating away from the humps as well as the nuisance of noise outside residential properties and vibration problems.  This would especially be the case in Main Street where many of the older properties have limited foundations.
 Any traffic calming schemes must be properly designed to take in to account the requirements of the different recommendations and regulations.  Highways would have to consider the appropriateness of the location as features cannot be located too close to junctions and accesses, lighting requirements, drainage issues, signing and lining requirements etc.  A large consultation exercise would need to be carried out involving all affected residents, the emergency services and bus companies etc.  Highways are not permitted to install any traffic calming features on strategic emergency service routes, so as not impede journey times.
Footpath - The road between Great and Little Harrowden is of a significant length and would require complex construction to ensure a footway link would meet the current design requirements and highway legislation.  Sections of the verge are currently not wide enough to accommodate a 1.8m footway, and this would necessitate works to pipe and fill sections of adjacent ditches, in addition to comprehensive drainage works along the length of the road.  Discussions have taken place with Northamptonshire County Council in the past who have advised the parish council that this is not a viable option due to the large costs involved.
Parking Bays – once again the introduction of parking bays would come under the remit, rules, and regulations of the Highway Authority.
Village Shop – The installing of a village shop was considered with residents and the parish council however no suitable venue was found to proceed with the project.  This project however still remains as an open item.
Telephone Box – several villages have installed defibrillators in disused telephone boxes and on the outside walls of buildings.  The defibrillators are usually placed in a lockable cabinet that has a code to open it.  These codes are kept by EMAS (East Midlands Ambulance Service) and the defibrillator is added to a map for the emergency services to access. Should a member of the public need to use the equipment on dialling 999 the code can be given to them.  The defibrillator will not work or cause harm if the machine is not required.  There has been no police reports of damage or theft to defibrillators in the Northamptonshire area.  The Parish Council may consider the painting of the phone box in future.
Grass Verges/gutters - Suggestion has been made to cut extra grass verges, trim trees, clear ditches and clear gutters although these areas are the responsibility of Northamptonshire Highways or the land owners.
Litter also seems to be a concern and a suggestion has been made to organise a voluntary group to carry out litter picking on a regular basis.
Furnace Lane – Query was raised that the parish council have not made contribution to Furnace Lane however the area has received a new dog and litter bin, new street lights, a salt bin and new notice board.
Parish Council considerations – from the suggestion raised the parish council may consider the following :
· Planters on the outskirts of the village
· H sign for the approach road to Chapel Lane
· Painting the telephone box
· Planting in Belgrove park
· Exercise machines for Belgrove park
· Shaded area for Belgrove park
· Wheelie Bin stickers
· Litter picking equipment
· New notice boards
The parish council are also continually reviewing details in order to improve and enhance the website.
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